


- Bulgaria, together with (FYR) Macedonia will send
a letter to the European Commission in which part of
the Bulgarian side projects required for completion
of this link will be provided in their next period to
request assistance from the European Commission,
said Peshevski, which adds are efforts by both sides to
intensify the project.

The meeting agreed in Kyustendil and increase the
number of permits for (FYR) Macedonian transport-
ers and transport goods in Bulgaria. Cooperation was
agreed and in the use of IPA funds for the next period
to meet the common joint committee for cooperation
in economy.

According to him, certain lessons that Bulgaria has
learned its route to EU membership as positive and
negative can be useful for (FYR) Macedonia. For this
purpose the (FYR) Macedonian team will be in future
in Bulgaria.

On the Bulgarian side, was shown an interest in our
judiciary reforms which will also monitor the ex-
change of experiences. (FYR) Macedonian delegation
opened the issue of border crossing Klepalo that the
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(FYR) Macedonian side was completed 11 years ago.
Bulgarian officials to issue promised to put in their
priorities, and congestion has argued with some tech-
nical problems.

- We can be satisfied by such a meeting. This is a pos-
itive experience. It remains still to realize what has
been agreed, said added.

The informal mini-cabinet meeting despite Prime
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Peshevski, at-
tended by Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Transport and
Communications, and Agriculture, Forestry and Wa-
ter Management Nikola Popovski, Mile Jankieski and
Ljupco Dimovski. On the Bulgarian side with Prime
Minister Oresharski attended the meeting and Vice
Zinaida Zlatanova, Minister of Transport, Informa-
tion Technologies and Communications Daniel Papa-
zov Minister for Agriculture and Food Dimitar
Grekov.

This informal mini cabinet meeting is preparation for
the official joint session of the two governments to
hold up The cut of the year.
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BOSNIA

THE GERMANY DAIRY “ZOTT”
will open new MANUFACTURING PLANT in
BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA

The Germany dairy “Zott” will open new manufacturing plant in Gradacac Bos-

nia Herzegovina.

The total investment amounts at around 50 million KM. The plant will be open on the first day of Gradacac
Fair, which will take place from 28th to 31st August 2013. The company bought the majority share in the dairy
“Milky Way” last year, for 30 million KM.

SLOVENIA

GEN-I INTENTIONALLY

attacks HEP

BY USING LIES

Does HEP stop liberalization of domestic electricity market? Robert Golob, chair-
man of Gen-I, Slovenian alternative power supplier, said these accusations recently

for local medias.

Reaction was not expected
long. Ljiljana Cule, Director of
HEP’s operator of distribution
network, answers on Golob’s
accusations and indicates on il-
logicalities and inaccuracies in
the claims of the Slovenian Com-
pany’s boss. When she was asked
by journalist if HEP has “planned
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strategy for slowing down of turn-
ing customers toward alterna-
tive suppliers like Robert Golob
claims, Cule answered “We are un-
pleasantly surprised and shocked
by such accusations. We can con-
clude two things from it. Gen-1, its
management and legal service are
not familiar with regulatory frame

determined by electricity trade in
Croatia at all or they know current
laws and intentionally attack HEP
by using lies. No matter which of
these conclusions is correct, it does
not represent business or any other
ethics which Gen-I wants to say to
its existing and potential users.
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MONTENEGRO

MONTENEGRO and GERMANY
building systems for wastewater management on
the MONTENEGRIN COAST

Montenegro s Minister of Sustainable Development and Tourism Branimir Gvozde-
novic , Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany
Dirk Nibel and president of Kotor Marija Catovic , met in Kotor, with the aim of
considering improving cooperation between Montenegro and Germany, as well as
continuing realization of initiated projects and commencement of new.

L cagperaPs

During the talks were considered project proposals
for cooperation in the construction of municipal in-
frastructure in Montenegro, such as building systems
for wastewater management on the Montenegrin
coast, the exchange of experience and expertise in
this field, etc.

It was pointed out that it is necessary to plan ac-
tivities in order to improve cooperation in the
tourism and economy of the organization of eco-
nomic and tourism forum, and that Montenegro is
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very valuable experience and solutions in the de-
velopment of the German ski, eco and rural tour-
ism and the environment. The ministers and the
president of the municipality expressed satisfaction
with the talks during the meeting, and stressed the
successful development cooperation. Germany, in
the period 2000-2009, positioning itself as the largest
bilateral donor of Montenegro with a total of around
€ 250 million., Pointing to the fact that Montenegro
was recognized as a country with great potential for
investment and development.
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OTHER COUNTRIES

ROMANIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

opens REPRESENTATION OFFICE in
CHICAGO

The Romanian Chamber of Commerce plans to open a representation office in
Chicago.

The announcement was made during an official meeting at the Romexpo center in Bucharest between
Mihail M. Vlasov, president of the institution, and an American delegation made up of Tony Munoz,
senator of Illinois state and Dan Shomon, CEO of Dan Shomon, INC., a representative of The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, as well as two Romanian businessmen who live in the United States.

The American delegation was informed and stated it will support the intention of the Romanian Chamber
of Commerce to open an office in Chicago, given that there is a significant Romanian community in Illinois
state. The Romanian Chamber of Commerce is a member in several organizations such as Eurochambres
(The European Association of Chambers of Commerce and Industry), The International Chamber of
Commerce, The Association of Balkan Chambers and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization
(BSEC) Business Council.

REDUCED PRODUCTION OF
HYDRO POWER PLANTS

Daily production of hydropower plants in Albania currently is 13 million kWh in these summer days, while
requirement is about 19.5 kWh. According to the sources of Albanian Power Utility Company (KESH),
although the flow fell down, energy produced in the hydro power plants was maintained in optimal values.
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SERBIA

ADDITIONAL TWO YEARS
FOR DIGITIZATION

Digitization is the process that could bring Serbia app. 100 million EUR, but also
cause problems if not done in line with the experts’advice.

The transition from analogue to digital signals,
which has already been delayed and is now
scheduled for the spring, could cause havoc with
consequences which no one can foresee.

Along with the damage to the state and broadcasters,
people who generally do not have TVs that can
receive digital signals would be faced with problems
and new costs. Will the government reach the decision
to grant the former TV Avala frequency authorization
to a new television or could the frequency be used for
digitization?

Minister Rasim Ljajic, who is in charge of
telecommunications, apart from other issues, said
the choice was not difficult. He pointed out that we
had to be pragmatic. “The bottom line is that if we
take the issue as “lege artis”, then the RBA, upon
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the proposal made by the Ministry of Culture, should
announce competition for the available frequencies.
However, if we look at benefits, if we look at what
it entails, and to which extent sales and collection of
the digital dividend could increase the government
revenues, it is undoubtedly true that all leads to the
conclusion that it is better not to do the distribution of
the frequencies, but to use the free frequency for the
digitization process”, Ljajic said.

And while the Minister reiterates that he does not
want to affect RBA, he reminds of the fact that the
Ministry he is in charge repeated so many times
that using the TV Avala frequency would be more
beneficial to the state than to new broadcasters. The
Minister also said that in the past year a lot of issues
which caused the digitization process to be late were
tackled and made up for.
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The plan of use has been endorsed, as well as the
distribution plan, and coverage plan. And the plan
is that by the end of August the Plan of transition
from analogue to digital broadcasting will have been
completed, and the government will adopt it at their
first session. They started construction works on
the buildings and TV signal repeaters having been
destroyed during the NATO bombing.

What is important is that in the process of digitization
there will be no problems with providing money. The
state has got a great offer from a U.S. company that
would bring the process, under favourable conditions,
to completion.

“This 1s a good moment to start and complete the
digital changes. If this process fails to be completed
now, the citizens and the public will have no benefit
from it. There would be no new channels, better sound
and higher picture quality. Digital dividend from the
sale of the analogue spectrum cannot be realized if
the digitization process does not begin. I think you
are ready to start right now. That’s why I encourage
you to start doing the work as soon as possible, “says
Andrew Taunen, EU expert for digitization.

And, while for most of us, the laity, digitizing is not
something we are exactly interested in, many agree
that this attitude would be changed for sure when we
realize that we, because of its delay, would have to
spend more money.
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Most TVs in the market, and even the latest generation
ones, do not contain DVD-T2 tuners that allow them
to receive the digital signal. This means that we
would have to pay 40 or even up to 70EUR for the
set-top option that will allow us to receive the signal.
One of the problems which could also arise because
we have not been doing everything gradually, but in
a day, is that half of Serbia could remain in one day
without TV image ...

By using pragmatic approach and determining the
frequency for the digitization it is estimated that
by the end of the year from 70 to 80 percent of
households will have been covered by the digital
signal. Most importantly, the process would lead
towards achieving a positive solution.

“We do need to complete this process as best as we
can by June 17th, 2015. Otherwise, Serbia will be an
analogous stain in a digital environment with major
problems that may arise with the broadcast signal in
our territory,” Ljajic said.

And all of this would be new problems for the citizens
and the state, because the process of digitizing and
standardizing is among the key issues on the way
towards European integrations. However, perhaps the
most important question of all is whether the state can
afford the luxury to give up at least 100 million EUR
in case it fails to complete the digitization process.
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